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To us preſet EDITION. 


Marth 17, 17 
en ths 1 01 fatjoined and the Kinods. * 
of the Committee, the Reader will learn the, 


| | beginning and the progreſs of this charitable under · f 
5 taking After the publication of the Sermon; the 
Rt FR found themſelves enabled, by the liberal 
bounty of the well- diſpoſed, to extend their views, 
and to reach out the Hand of Mercy and Relief to a. 
much greater nutabet of unfortunate Priſoners. 755 


So that the general account of the Charity now. 


8 ſtands as follo 2 
By we 6 e u £44 
EuETAET ions; as by 31 
Report, of this Day, 2496 10 10 
5 D nes 5 28405 17 it 
——— 
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with which 807 Priſoners have been diſcharged, 
and many others relieved, moſt of whom have 
large families, (confiſting of a Wife; and from thres. 
even to nine or ten Children) . en. 


upon them for bread. _ 5 


A more particular Accoutit of the Benefabliont;: 


| zccording to the order in which they were received, 
is added to this Advertiſement, and an exact alpba · 


betital detail of the perſnt diſchurged and relieved; E 
together witk their reſpeRive families, ſituation 


and eircuinſtances, bath been drawn a by the 


n n Az e care 


2575 
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T hatch d Houſe Tavern for the inſpection of the 
Benefattors;) and ſuch ether bumane perſons as 
wiſh to promote this benevolent plan. From thence 
it will appear that far the greater gumber of the 
objects diſcharged are WAnvrkerb ita, whoſe 
uſeful and induftrius labouts, cut off from Society, 
by their fectufion f in a Priſon, are this reſtored 
tö the Publick; 80 chat the Charity in queſtion 
claitis attention not only from the humanity of its 
deſign, dut alſb from the advantages which it de. 
rfves to the Community ! in general. wg 
On @ teview of the Books it Ikew-ife ur 
that various confiderable Debts, to the amount of 
19,0001. and upwards, have been ſs compoutided 
and ow 'y as to bring. the objects relieved in- 
thoſe inſtances, within the ſeope and original in- 


tention of the Charity; and at the time of com- 


pounding ſuch Debts equal attention was conſtantly 


pid to the peculiar circumſtances” both of the 


Creditor and his Debtor.. * 


Nor hath the attention of the 888 
limited to the preſent welfare of the ſubjects whom! 


Wy they have ſet at Liberty; it hath been extended, 


where poſſible, to their future welfare. Some of 
the diſeaſed and friendleſs have been recommended 


to the notice of the public Charities of this Me- 


tropolis; the Magdalen, the Lock, the Lying- in- 


Hoſpital: And we beg leave thus to acknowledge 
the ready m_ of os: Gentlemen! who: direct 
* Tuftitvtians. fi 8 154 "A 2065 Amer 113 4 53 


& $4 by K Many Y 


tek: 

1 Many: objects ſtill remaining unrelieved,” mt 
22 loudly for pity; and deliverance, bit Hath 
been reſolved by the Committee to print 4 Thitd 
Editiot᷑ of this diſcourſè, at a lo price, to be di 
perſed e e to the Charity ; and eve 
Benefactor who is deſtrous to have copies for "that 
purpoſe, Will be readily ſuppliedk on making appli- 
nw in writing at the Thale Houſe Tavern. 

Zealous and deſirous to promote the ou work, 
ok whence they: ſee ſo mack agent T4 
their diſtreffecl Fellow-creatures,” the gentlemen 
concerned ate determined te bmlt ano means of 
giving it ſtability and ſucceſs. To this end they 
propoſe to continue their Meeting every Wedne/day 


evening, as before, at the FTateh'd Houſe in St. 


James's Street. And having formed no diſtin& or 
excluſive Society, nor eſtabliſhed any ſpecific ſum 


as a qualification for Governors, or the like, they 
beg leave to inform the Benefactors in particular, 


and the Public in general, that their Committee is 


entirely open; and that they ſhall think themſelves 
happy in the company and counſel of any nobleman 


or gentleman who may pleaſe to attend, whether he 
hath already contributed, or only intends to do ſo. 


In the infancy of this Charity, the Com. 
_ mittee, hardly ſanguine enough to exped lo liberal 


an encquragement, did not take an accurate ac- 


| «uit bf the Wives and Families of the Priſoners 


releaſed, However, from an inſpection of their 
Books, there now appears to have been 807 per- 
Tons diſcharged, . with 433 Wives, and 

| 2035 Chil- 


LI 


| 2033. Children, amounting in all t 327; ſouls, 
|  gelieved by mes of the public umanity, within 
little more than the: ſpace of twelve months ſince 
ee eee „ ee 
|  ...Bxxzvacrions continne to be rare at the. 
Y uch'd Houſe, Tavern, in St. Jamal's Street; 4 
Ty, Mr. Leacr oft: Bookſeller » at Chanring-CGrofs ;. 
ee at the following Bankers, viz. Melts. 9 
Rucker, and Carleton, in Finel- lane, Cornbill; 
leſſrs. e, in Fliet agree; Medirs. Baut 
| ar 8 and. e 5nd 
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Jeftian.__at Charlote-Swoet mad" 
Bedford Chapels 
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Anonymous, by Mr. Will, — 
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. * Thornton, Eſq; his firſt Benefaction, 20 
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Mr. Bridgeman; for ſundries, — 1 
| J. N Wert a ory — — 0 
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Meſſrs. Biddulph and Cocks, Banker, 
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Noah, Daniel, and Joker . — 
| Unknown, by Meſſrs. Dorrien and Co. 
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M. H. a firſt Benefaction, "|; 
Hon. Dowager Lady Tweng. 2 b. 
Bene faction, 


A. D. — — 5 
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2 Frances Boſcauen, —— 

Rev. Mr. Craven, —— — 
Hon. Mrs. Treyor, 5 — — 
Mrs. lebd, —— — 
Mrs. Wheeler.ñ; * — 
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Mr. Du-Bellamy, ee — 
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r Lon. Earl of Radnor, — 
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Mrs. Marianne . — 
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James Norman, 1 — 
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A perſon unknown, —ä— 
Mr: and Mrs. H. 
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P R E F A c E 


* te Firt EDITION: 


April 22, 1772. 
TRUCK wich a for the miſeries of 


cluded from all the comforts and advantages of 
Society for inconſiderable Debts,” theAuthor of this 
diſcourſe determined to attempt ſomething, on his 


part, for their relief. And well knowing the be- 


nevolence and charity of thoſe Congregations with 
whom he has the happineſs to be connected, he re- 
ſolved to ſolicit from the Pul pit their humane 
aſſiſtance. He was not diſappointed in his hopes; 
an handſome collection was made; and, to his 
great ſatisfaction, a general approbation of the un- 


dertaking expreſſed. Nor was money alone impart- 


ed freely: A ſet of gentlemen, with the utmoſt 
readineſs, formed themſelves into a Committee for 
the diſtribution of the Charity; and, with uncom- 
mon pains and application, ſought out the proper 
Objects, and relieved them. It is ſcarce to be 
3 credited, that ſo much good could be done with fo 
"> ſmall a ſum; but the merit of this is wholly due to 


the Gentlemen of the Committee, who have ſpared 


no toil, nor omitted any meaſures, to diſcharge their 


ſttruſt, and diſtribute the Beneficence received, in the 


moſt advantageous and ceconomical manner, 


B 2 The 


thoſe unfortunate men, who are cruelly © ſe- 


9 


„„ 
The miſeries and diſtreſſes to which they were 
witneſſes, in their examination of the ſeveral Gaols, 
i ſo ſtrongly impreſſed their hearts, and ſo many pro- 
per objects ſtill remained to be diſcharged, that they 


— 
9 3 + at <4 PIR * ” 
9 7 — ia PRO i , * 5 — ; 7 
— Cc . 
r II a 
i 
| 


* * — O * — n * 3 
ere 2 by l 
— r 3 "It "> r 

x „ > =, = 1 2 8 


Vu ——— ——. — — 
J oro: Am. 


x | unitedly requeſted! the Author of this Diſcourſe to 
i print it, 'with an account of their proceedings ; 


that not only the Congregations, who had fo kindly 
. adminiſtered tothe good work, might be encouraged 
to perſevere in the ſame Labours of | Lowe, by ſeeing 
the happy fruits of their liberality, but that the 
Public alſo might be ſtimulated to a laudable imi- 
tation, and help forward the charitable deſign. 
Happy will the Writer think himſelf, if a compli- 
ance with this requeſt of his friends can by any 
means adyance the benevolent work ; he readily ap- 
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propriates to that end, his little Eſſay (defigned and 
[ penned, in the fulneſs of his heart, ſolely for the 
li a Day) and heartily: wiſhes it may ſerve to procure 
| ſuch a ſupply from the generous and humane, as F 


will enable the Committee to perfect their hoſpit- 1 
able purpoſes, and to open the Priſon- gates to every 
en and deſerving priſoner. 5 

It may be proper juſt to ſignify, that this relief 

86 | has been, and-is intended to be, confined to thoſe, 

| who could not avail themſelves of the preſent In. 
ſolvent Act; and who, therefore, are doubtleſs 
greater objects of commiſeration ; fince without 

| ſome ſuch afliſtance as the preſent, they may con- 

1 tinue Years in Priſon, miſerable in nes, and 1 

| | | 5 SE uſeleſs to the community. 5 e 1 
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27 Borcbed. Has 5 Se, James 5 
e ASE 10;. 122, 
The 8 appointed. to diſtribute the Money 


collected for the — of n confined or 
_ ſmall Debts x | 


Fe Eos 


R 1 R T, 


HAT out of 109 Supplicants for this Cha- 
rity, they ſelected 34, moſt of whom have 


large Families, and appeared to be uſeful Mem- 
bers of Society : Some of them were confined 


only for their Fees, and the Debts of the others 


the Committee compounded on the beſt Terms 


they could, The Objects who were aged and 


infirm, are reſtored to their Friends; others, who 


were with their Wives and Families in Priſon, are 


reſtored to the Manufactures wherein they were 


ſkilled ; particularly four Manufacturers, with their 
Wives and twenty-three Children, were taken out 


of Priſon for the trifling Sum of 151. 18. 3d. ex- 


cept one of the-Women, who died of a broken 
Heart and the Goal Diſtenper, before Relief could 
be adminiſtered. 


The Utility of this Charity to the Public will 


appear, from the Conſideration that every Man's 
Labour may be eſtimated, at an Average, to be 


worth te the Community 28. 6d. per Day, or 39L. 
a Year:'So that the Confinement of the four Ma- 
nufacturers abovementioned, occaſioned a loſs to 
the Public at the Rate of 156. annvally, over 


B 3 and 


F 


and above MER the 1 and . of 1 Chil- 


dren, might have earned; all of whom, by a vo- 


luntary Confinement with the Father, were not only 


prevented from ſuch Earnings, but became liable 
to the Conſequences of habitual Indolence, Filth, 

Diſeaſe, and Vice; and probably, in a ſhort Time, 
would have become Nuiſances to the Public, and: 


obnoxions to the Penal Laws. 


Of the remaining 75 Suppliants, 19 appear to 
be the greateſt Objects of Compaſſion, all of Whom 


may be diſcharged for leſs than one Hundred 
Pounds : And of the reſt, many are ſuch as well de- 


ſerve to ſhare the Merey of the Public; 1 i were 
poſſible, by future Contributions, to extend that | 
Mercy to them. But thoſe who wiſh to know more 
reſpecting theſe unfortunate Men, may be fully 


ſatisfied by applying to the Committee at the 


Thatched-Houſe, where they may read the Petitions, 


and hear a true State of the Difficulties and Diſtreſſes 


of the Priſoners at preſent confined : For, willing 
to preſerve, amidſt their charitable Aid, a Delicacy: 
and Regard to the Unfortunate, it is hoped” the 
Public will judge it not improper, that 12 wenzion. 


of Names is omitted. 


THE 


PRISONER — Kc. 


MATT. Ch. XXV. Ver. 36, latter part. 
1 Was IN PRISON, AND YE Came UNTO. ME. 


NM 0 N G 8 T that variety of arguments, 

which tend to demonſtrate the truth and di- 
vine original of the Chriſtian Faith, there is none 
more perſuaſive and convincing than that which is 
drawn from the ſpirit of this faith; --from that 
humane and benevolent diſpoſition which it in- 
culcates, as its great and diſtinguiſhing charac- 


teriſtick. Every Precept laid down by the wiſe 


and gracious Author of this Religion is replete 
with good-will to Man: Every action of his life 
emphatically expreſſes the ſame benign tendency : 


| nay, and as love, univerſal love to all mankind, 


conſtitutes, if I may ſo ſay, the very ſum and ſub- 
ſtance of his doctrine, ſo he has poſitively declared 
it the eſſential badge and mark of all his true Diſ- 
ciples. This is M Commandment, my peculiar and 
diſtinguiſhing commandment, hat ye love one ano- 
ther : By this ſhall all men know that ye are my Di/- 
ciples, if ye bave love one to another. 
Treading in the ſteps of their divine Maſter, 
well informed of his doctrine, and full of his ſpi- 


rit, his immediate ſucceſſors i in the great work of 


5 B 4 | propagating 


2 THE PRISONER- 

propagating the Goſpel were diligent to inculcate 
the ſame maxims of humanity. Hear how St. 
Paul expreſſes ' himſelf on the ſubjeR, in his 12th 
Chapter to the Romans ;---a Chapter more fraught 


with ſublime Morality, than the moſt elaborate 


treatiſes of antiquity.Let love be without difſimu- 
lation. Abhor that awhich is evil; cleave to that 


which is good: Be kindly affectioned one towards 


another, with brotherly love ; in honour preferring one 
another .--- Diſtributing to the neceſſity of the Saints; 


given to Hoſpitality, Bleſs them who perſecute you I 
Ble ſs, and curſe not. Rejoice with them that do rejoices 


and weep with them that weep. Ove no man any 


thing, but 10 love one another: For he that loveth ano- 
ther, hath fulfilled the Law, 


And, in perfect conformity with theſe PE ALIT, i 


5 ſublime and bleſſed ſentiments, the divine 


St. John,---who lay in the boſom of Jeſus, and 


thence imbibed, as it were, the very ſoul of love, 
exhorts, with his uſual ſweetneſs and affection, 
Belowed, let us love one another; for love is of God, 
and every one that loveth, is born of God, and knoweth 
God. He that laveth not, knoweth not God; for Gov 


is Loves, F we love one another, God, that pure 
eſſential Love, gre road in us, and his love i, 15 perfected | 


in us . 

80 mining a mark of excellence FE ſuperiority 
ſtamped upon the religion of Chriſt, cannot fail at 
once to convince us of its truth, and to prove it 
worthy of the exalted ſource from whence it 1s de- 


dp 


| rived; worthy of the wiſe and univerſal parent of 
mankind. | 


PR 


"RELEASED. 4 
mankind. Solicitous, in the boundleſs riches of 
his benignity, for the welfare of thoſe creatures 


been pleaſed not only to interweave Fi ks very 


texture of rheir inmoſt nature a ſtrong principle of 
ſympathy, humanity, or compaſſion ; ;---a principle, 


which we find powerfully operating, as well amidſt 


the wildeſt Horden of the Tartars, as amongſt the 
moſt poliſned European nations; - but, to encou- 
rage and improve this principle, to exalt and ſub- 
limate it even to a divine perfection, he hath con- 
ſtituted the active and univerſal diſplay of it, to be 
the great, the indiſpenſible characteriſtick of that 
important revelation which he hath made by his 
only-begotten Son. A revelation fraught with in⸗ 
numerable bleſſings to man; but by nothing more 
amply atteſting the Almighty's wiſdom and good- 
neſs, than by the- forcible manner in which it 
enjoins univerſal charity, univerſal good-will ; a 
ſpirit of unbounded love, of unlimited _ and 
tenderneſs to all the human race. | 
A Divine Revelation, delivered to free moral 

agents, and to be propagated by human means, 

muſt and can have only ſuch influence and effects 
as are conſiſtent with thoſe agents, with thoſe 
means. It can urge no irreſiſtible force: It muſt, 
it can operate on free and rational minds only by 
the means of moral ſuaſion. And hence we may 
fully ſatisfy ourſelves whence it comes to paſs, that 
although the Chriſtian Religion inculcates in thi, 
Gong emphatic manner the practice of univerſa 
benevolence 


— . CE — — 


4 - THE; PRISONER 95 
| benevolence and love, yet ſo many are found, i in_ 


countries profeſſing that religion, not only void of 
each, but palpably actuated by the Principles 
diametrically oppoſite. The fault lies not in the 
religion, or in the doctrine; but, unqueſtionably, 
en, wha receive it not in its a 10 per. | 


encouraging diſpoltions, which : are not more con- 
trary than they are hateful and pernicious. Indeed, 
if on this account any reaſonable objection could 
be urged againſt the Chriſtian Syſtem, (which cer- 


Rronger objection might be urged againſt the very 
being and excellence of that principle of Sympa- 
thy or Compaſſion, which we have remarked to be 
implanted and interwoven in the human nature, 


For, if the malevolent and uncharitable act con- 


trary to the principles of their Chriſtian faith, they 
certainly act as contrary to that great lay of God, 
impreſſed upon their nature: and of conſequence, 
before we can draw any concluſions derogatory to 


that faith, we muſt draw concluſious as derogatory 


to that principle; which: I ſuppoſe will never be 
allowed; al! the world agreeing to honour and 


eſtimate that principle in the higheſt degree. And 


therefore, upon the ſame foundation, the Chriſtian 
religion muſt ſtand * free from 2 or 
cenſure. | 

But though I have laid thus winch to remove a 
dificulty, which ſome have preſſed with ſeeming 


e and others of better minds have felt with 
ſome 


R E L E AS E P. 5 


n. come diſquietude; yet it is a fact not to be de- 
of nied, that wherever the Chriſtian religion hath, 
ES. 4 been ſpread and propagated, and eſpecially ae 
* 5 it hath been profeſſed in its greateſt purity, 
£7 © ſpirit of humanity and benevolence- hath Aa 
* itſelf: Mankind have become more civilized and 
d uw... # more compaſſionate: A thouſand barbarous cuſtoms 
and practices, which, if need were, I could eaſily 
„ EE enumerate“, have been diſcountenanced and dif- 
1 ; | uſed: and the ſpirit of the religion of Jeſus hath 
- © palpably and extenſively diſplayed itſelf z in the. 
* 3 human heart and manners. 
” | It is with a ſingular ſatisfaction chat I Gene 
" (EX we need not go further than our own KI OD 
4 for a ſufficient teſtimony to the truth of what I have 
"WF advanced. Conſider it in the times of barba- 
. 1 rous uncultivation ; conſider it in the days of 
5 WM darkneſs and idolatry; nay, conſider it even when 
more refined and civilized, yet under the bondage 
of Popiſh ſuperſtition and igrorance; and then 


b compare it with its preſent ſtate! when truth ſhines 
wich undiminiſhed ſplendor ; when liberty of con- 
1 | ſcience and free enquiry are univerſally allowed 
1 and indulged; when the faith of Chriſt is profeſſed 
in as much purity, and underſtood with as much 
I ax de as — in Sox age; wg then ie 


genuine 


© 
r 
7 


3 * See Doctor Roberiſen's admirable Sermon on the 
7 time of Chriſt's appearance in the world. 
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6 THE PRISONER 
genuine ß pi irit of that faith?-<-the influence I mean 


of that humanity, that 7 e W e I n 


been ſpeaking. 8 ne 
For though, unqueſtionably, many vices and 
evils abound amongſt us;---evils and vices, which, 


it is to be feared, will always abound more or leſs 
in a great, a wealthy, and a populous nation like 


this ;---rhough. the ſerious eye diſcerns, and the 
feeling heart laments many, far too many devia- 


tions from the paths of truth and virtue: Yet, | 
ſurely, it is not to be controverted or denied even 


by the moſt miſanthropic and ſevere; That a 
ſpirit of humanity characteriſes our nation.” The 


hearts of Engliſhmen are as tender to feel, as their 


hands are ready to relieve. Amidſt the moſt ſhin- 
ing. inſtances of intrepidity and courage, our 


heroes abroad have given teſtimony to this na- 
tional ſpirit by deeds of the moſt extenſive bene- 
volence and humane compaſſion: while our coun- 


try men at home have not been behind hand with 


them in ſuccouring diſtreſs, and applying the 


lenient hand of mercy and relief to ſorrow and 
ſuffering, in whatever 9 8 WY: have preſanted 
themſelves, 

„For my own part, I cannot but felicitate my 


Country on the prevalence of a ſpirit at once ſo 


honourable and ſo advantageous: A ſpirit, which, 
while it does credit to human nature, is, and muſt 
be highly acceptable to the great Being who 
formed that nature; and appointed Love, appoint - 
ed benevolence, as its characteriſtie law! May we 

not 
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ean not reaſonably: hope, my beloved, that the pre- 


ave 7 | Hm this ſpirit, ſo eſtimable in the fight of 
' © KK God our Saviour, will plead with his mercy, 


nd | arongl plead in behalf of our nation, ſo eminently 
ch, bleſt and favoured by him; will ſtand in the gap 


| between us and our manifold offences, and ſecure 
to us, through many generations, thoſe mw felt - 


the cities ſo peculiarly our own! 

via- Oh may his goodneſs not only bleſs our land 
Let, | "bk every deſirable bleſſing; not only pour forth 
ven more abundantly into every heart that ſpirit of 


benevolence, which hath already been productive 
of ſo many laudable undertakings ! but may his 


heir 6 providential care proſper and ſucceed every ſuch 
lin 170 undertaking! May the dew of his mercy fall 
our 7 richly upon every good, every compaſſionate deſign; 
na- and cauſe each one of them to flouriſh abundantly, 
ne- and bring forth the moſt deſirable fruits, to the 
un- 9 encouragement and ſatisfaction of the promoters, 
th 1 to the advantage and comfort of thoſe was parta% 
the * them!“ “ | | 

and But, while thus felicitating ourſelves and our 


country on the prevalence of the genuine ſpirit of 
| Chriſtian benevolence and mercy amongſt us; 
while wiſhing proſperity and good luck in the name 
of the Lord to every inſtitution and to every effort 
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uſt. 
7 * Iti is to 8 hoped this ſhort Quotation fi om a diſcourſe 


1 before publiſhed, will be pardoned and allowed by the 
1 W Candid, as the preſent was never defigned for publica- 

tion. See © Sermon before Governors of the Magdalen, 
preached at St. George's Hanover ſquare,” 
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1 PRISONER 
of that merciful and philanthropic ſpirit: You 


will allow me to requeſt your more particular at- 
tention at preſent to an Ohje, which appears ta 


have an high claim on our hunianity; and which 


will afford you, my brethren „ an ample opportunity 7 


to verify the obſervations we have made on our 7 . i 
national ſpirit and character. 2 6 
The object I wiſh to bb d, is „ The 


Relief of poor Debtors, confined | in ng for ñ⁶ 


ſmall Debts?“ 

It is not by any means my purpoſe to enter at 
large into the confideration of Impriſonment for 
debt; a topic at preſent much agitated, and doubt- 
leſs extremely important. The ſubject is not only 
far too complicated in itfelf, but certainly, in a 


great meafure, foreign to the buſineſs of this place. 
Leaving it therefore to thoſe venerable ſages of the 


law, with whoſe wiſdom, juſtice, and humanity, 
the ſacred rights of Enghſhmen are ſecurely Iodged; 
I ſhall only juſt obſerve, that though compaſſion 
would ever incline me to take the ſide of the un- 
fortunate Debtor; yet due conſideration ſhould be 


paid to the claims of the Creditor; or the intereſts 


of ſociety may be wonnded even more by a too in- 

dulgent lenity, than by what ſome may ſuppoſe, a 

too rigid ſeverity. | 4 
But, whatever may be neceſſary in ſuch caſes and 


- circumſtances for the intereſts of ſociety, one 


poſition may be laid down, and will be received, I 
apprehend, with the general ſuffrage: That 
thoſe unhappy - e who, * a ſeries of miſ 
fortunes, 


| TSEECELASED:* to 
ſortunes, Dave been reduced to a ſtate of inſol- 
vency, and have honeilly and unreſervedly given 
up their All, ought not, upon any of the principles 
of humanity or policy, to be confined in priſon, 
and reſtrained from a poſſibility of procuring their 
bread, or of doing juſtice to their creditors.” 

And Iam happy to find that my ſentiments on this 
he topick are ſtrongly ſupported by the excellent and 

humane 2 uthor of * The principles of Penal Law,” 

a work which does no leſs credit to the heart, 
= than to the judgment and. abilities of the writer. 
of fe obſerves, © That thecaſe of a confined Debtor, 
1 whoſe confinement is the mere conſequence of in- 
IF evitable misfortune, without any mixture of cri- 
= minality or neglect on his own part, is extremely 
pitiable, and contradiQory to every .juſt principle ; 
1 of Legiſlation.” * 
May I not venture to go one ſtep farther than 
this benevolent writer hath advanced, and to ſay, 
a <« Suppoſing the perſon confined is not perfectly 
1 free from all blame; ſuppoſe inſtances of miſcon- 
duct may be urged againſt him; yet, if he is 
X wholly inſolvent; if he hath abſolutely and un- 
reſervedly given up all; is not his caſe extremely 
pitiable, if confinement be added to the reſt of his 
© misfortunes? and does it not ſeem contradictory 
to every juſt principle of Legiſlation, to every prin- 
8 e of equity, of humanity, of religion, to aug- 
Y ment the load of ſuch a e woe, by depriving 
3 at both 
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| both e himſelf of aby; | benghe from. his 


futurs induſtry and labour? $30.07. 0564 
From a numberleſs variety of accidental cireum- 


| ſtances (fays the Author juſt quoted). which hap- 
pen in the courſe of human, tranſaQions, it muſt 


Fall to the lot of many to become inſolvent, Debyors 


therefore, thou gh certainly a ſpecies of f criminals, 


ſhould in general be conſidered rather as unfurtu- 
nate than culpable. And if Debtors, in general 
ſhould be configered in this view; 5 af all, under 
"that unhappy predicament, have © a claim to 
Humane treatment,” how much "rather. ſhould. we 
view in this light, ſhould we treat in this manner, 
: thoſe, who 1 in the circumſlances of Debt juſt now 


trueſt compaſſion. 


- defined, are by the univerſal voice, by the general 


deciſion of humanity and REY. yrs of the 


- 


It is on. behalf of ſuch that I now W an 
humble advocate; imploring your generous and 


conſiderate aid towards the relief and enfranchiſe- 


ment of ſuch poor men as, confined in priſon for 


ſmall debts, are unable to pay, and are Joſt to their 
families and the publick. The multiplicity of if 


Debtors confined in our ſeveral gaols, renders it 
impoſſible for ſo feeble an effort as the preſent to 
look to; of to think of relieving | any. but ſuch ag 
are impriſoned for ſmall ſums. However, were 
an effort of this kind ſeconded and generally pur- 


| ſued, doubtleſs numbers of theſe un fortunate men 


ba, woula-reap benefit from it; and dt would prove a 


. * a” PW only: till the 


* 


wiſdom 


0 _ ſcized, and cruelly diſpei 
c 


* — 


A r M B. bi 
wiſdom of Legillature hull think ft to interpoſe; 


and to offer a perfet remedy for the evil. But, 
bs ihat matter as it may; be our efforts ſeconded 
or not; ſuffice it for vs, my beloved, that we do 
our parts as men, and as chriſtians; ſuffice it for 
| us, that we gratify our humanity and benevolence 


wick the exquiſite luxury of contributing what we 
are able, towards the liberty, the comfort, the 


peace; towards the deliverance of our fellow - erea- 


tures from impriſonment and miſery ! If ene, if it 
were but one honeſt and worthy man that ſhould 
reap-the fruits of our charitable aid; if our com- 
paſſionate hands could unlock the priſon gates 
only to one diſtreſt and forlorn ſufferer, reſtoring 


bim to freedom, to induſtry, to his affficted wife 
and miſerable children, ſurely it were a deed truly 
3 meritorious in itſelf, and ſuch as muſt n the 


denevolent heart contributing towards it. 

To move ſuch benevolent heacts, already ſuffi. 
ciently ſtimulated to acts of Mercy by their own 
genuine feelings, I need. not exaggerate, — indeed 
it ſeems impoffble to exaggerate the wretched. 
circumſtances of a man, torn for a little trifling 
ſum, which all his induſtry has not been able to 
procure, | and which, perhaps, has been expended 
ip neceſſary ſupplies for the ſupport of his fami- 


b ly Er chat trifling ſum, tarn from his humble, 
dut beloved - dwelling ; torn from the wife he 
 affeftionately regards ; torn from the children 


dearer to his embraces than life: hid humble ſub- 
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12 THE PRISONER. 

kimſelf,. burried by the unfeeling bands of impo- 
fition and. inſolence to 4 loathſome priſon. here | 
to, rcmain,. deprived of all the common comforts 


- of life; of that free air, which all-bountrous Heas 


yer ordained to breathe,-on all. its ereatures 3 of 
chat liberty; which 4 to. Man is Juſtly the moſt: in- 


valuable of bleſſings z of, that peace of mind; 
which gives to every ſphere! of life. its zcſt and 


reliſh ; deprived of every, means to ſupply his-own 


wants, or that loved family's wants, which poli- 
bly oppreſt him mueh more than his own ;depriv- 


ed, in ſhorts almoſt deprived even of the wretch's 
laſt ſource and ſupport, of hape itſelf, ànd left in 
lonelineſs and ſolitude to indulge his oum fad -50- 

_£:8johs 1 or what is worſe, far worſe, prevented 

| perhaps. from indulging thoſe or any other reflec- 


tions, by the obſtreperdus and abandoned crew; ] 
who are not leſs hardened by their r confihemein <a 


by their crimes. 


n 1 | 


Providence hath graciouſſy exempted from theſe, 


complicated ſorrows; you, within whoſe door 
importunate want never dares td intrude; you, 


| wha can walk forth at will, and enjoy the common. | | 


baunties of Heaven —air, health, freedom, peace 
Come with me, ye happy ones, and let us for 2 
mament viſn the diſconſolate debtor, the _Fachen, 


tha huſband, che man; ſinking under every ſor - 


raw. Which humatity can ſuſtain ; pallid Win 


grief [ſordid in bis dreſs 3 dejeRed, drocpfng, 


_ miſerable; * confinement, ang Hzrow Sas 
2 fs N 7 | . a | » at | 
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Aebes Ach gerce fangs" -upon him, and” tearing 
7 witk more than vulture keenneſs every wundere 
fſtring which winds about his heart! 

ob, ye bleſt, and ye* free! diſdain not to viſe, 


| to commiſerate, to ' relieve ſuch a ſufferer; for he 
is not only a Mau, a fellow - creature, and fo July 
intitled to your regard and relief, but he is a  Cbrije * 

£ tian; and in viſiting and relieving: him, — hear, 2 4 

Heaven, and give ear, O Earth, to the great, t 

4 a  aftoniſhing, the animating. truth !—In viſiting and 


15 relieving him, you' viſit and ielieve even Chriſt bin. 
ei for thus runs the ſacred, the ſclemn Declära- 
tion from the mouth of that ever gracious Redeemet 4 
II wes fs Priſon, and ye cane lh n... 
Wi Were there no reaſons” of ſound policy, © of bf | 
bp ſympathetie humanity to urge; were it impoſiible * 
to offer any arguments of true pity and compaſſion 
in behalf of unfortunate and inſolvent priſoners * 
2 yet, ſurely, it were enough with Ebriftians to awaken F 
all their zeal, and to wall forth all their aid, to hear 
rat their gteat, their Slo ious and ever bleffed 
Maſter; He who, when they were Pebtors indeed, 


W 


1 


" 
5 5 


and had nothing to pay. not only frankly forgave, 4 
dat died to Uiſchatgs their Debt ; He, who ever 
lives to reward their munificence, and to crown” 
ich eternal blefſiigs theft acts ef benevelence and 


F 


„ 1 merey; to hear hin declare, chat in vif ting and 
pF reficring che Prijbutr, they in fact vflit and .felieve' 
» Him: That whatever they charitably do ben to 


the lea of thoſe fellow-crlatures, whom he bönde. 
h eall we Bab ke eſteems ang rechive® | 
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* THE PRI sog 


it as done unto himſelf 3 In as much as 7 yeh In! 


* rel Jeſt of ebeſe ua x N10 wan, 
it un ro r * DIY 


It is not poſſible to elſes: a more canvinctig 


argument than this, of that great poſition with 


which I ſet out, and which I have endeavoured to 


prove; . That a ſpirit of humanity 1s the great, 
the” diſtinguiſhing charadteriſtic of the Chyiſtian - 


Religion.” The divine Author of that religion, on 


his ſolemn ſeat of awful and tremendous judgment 


has conſtituted the ſacred acts of humanity and 


benevolence, as the ſolemn, the deciſive teſt of his 


eternal approbation or diſpraiſe: Who then ſhall 


dare to negle& or deſpiſe thoſe ſacred acts? 


Ze it ours, dearly belpved, to excel in all auch 


ach: and, with a view to that tremendous day, let 
us be flicizous, during this ſhort time of trial al- 3 


lowed us, to improve every gccaſiqn afforded us of 


doing good, of ſhewing mercy and loving kind- 
neſs. In the preſent inſtance eſpecially, let us de- 
monſtrate not only that tha genuine Spirit of Chriſ- 


tianity influences our ſouls, but let us add a further 


proof of chat National Spirit, which we have aſ- 
ſerted to be the conſequence of the former, as well 


as the bappy characteriſtick of our times; Let us 


add, I ſay, a farther and a noble proof of it, by 
liberally contributing towards the relief of the 
unhappy Debtor, by ſetting open the doors of con · 


finement, and letting the Priſoner go free. 


Thus ſhall we gratify the beſt and maſt <5: | 


A*. B af our e * dal we reſlore 
40 


R * 


Nn 15 6 
to many. fellow-creatures ſome of the higheſt com- 
forts and privileges which belong to mankind; . 
thus ſhall we deliver the poor that cry, and the offifted ph 
vobo have, none to help them ; thus the Bleſſings of them 
5 abo are ready to periſo wwill come upon .us; and thus, 
which is infinitely more than all, the bleflings of _ 
Ini will come upon us, who is no leſs bounteous 
chan he is almighty to beſtow : and to whom, 
be great Judge of men. — be aſcribed' all Honour 
and One now and for eyermore, Amen, 
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6 . Being the Subſtance of a Sermon, 
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